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It should not be forgotten that H. J. Cadbury in his definitive work, The Making of Luke-Acts, arrives, in the language of the twenties, at a similar conclusion (p. 305): "the Book of Acts, especially in its speeches, probably reveals an integral part of the author's own philosophy of history which he intended his history to substantiate." See also p. 368 (the final paragraph of Cadbury's book): "Instead of trying to conceal our real ignorance with plausible speculations, obscurum per obscurius, we shall turn our minds from the hidden underlying facts to the more accessible fact of the creation of this significant literary production. That fact itself -the making of LukeActs -by its concreteness, its verifiable fitness to its historical setting, and its irrefutable revelation of its author's mind, times and heart can lend to our study of Scripture an element of historical certainty [is it this kind of "certainty" which Luke meant in Luke 1 4 (aaoa'XEtav) and Acts 2 36, (&aoaXs v o'v 'yulVK7rco?)] and human interest, which the more controversial and debatable subjects of date, authorship, inspiration, orthodoxy and accuracy do not permit." Thus Cadbury takes his place as one of the fathers of the renewed search for the intention of Luke so vigorously and successfully pursued more recently by E. Haenchen, H. Conzelmann, and others. significance of Peter as spokesman of the Twelve and that of Paul in the proclamation of the Word of God.7 In the third cycle of speeches the unexcelled significance of Paul and Luke's interest in rounding out his own theology are most skillfully and climactically merged.
The most striking evidence is that the speeches of cycle III (chs. 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27 to 28 22) are in the "I" style. It is appropriate because they are given in the setting of a judicial procedure; Paul is a prisoner of the Roman authorities. Cycles I and ii avoid the "I" style, except for the contrasting and balancing speeches of Peter before Cornelius (10 34) and of Paul on the Areopagus (17 [22] [23] .
In ancient as well as in modern times it is not unusual to begin a speech by using the first person singular, especially, if a captatio benevolentiae is involved. On the whole, the speeches of chs. 1-17 are in this merely syntactical respect remarkably impersonal and, I think, consciously so. However, the "I" style is characteristic of the farewell speech (20 18-35). But in using it, that speech simply follows its own law, namely, the law of the types of all farewell speeches and testamentary provisions. Nevertheless, the Lukan farewell speech, formally and contentwise, looks backward as well as forward.
A second formal observation of our section (chs. 21-28) is that more or less formal speeches continue at a noticeably increased rate. Eightythree out of 266 verses are speeches. The rate of dialogue (between various judges and between Paul and his judges) is greatly increased; more than 50 verses are dialogue scenes; the letter of Lysias the tribune to Felix the governor (23 26-30) also should be added to the examples of direct speeches. All of these parts (140 out of 266 verses) lend an additional element of suspense and excitement to the total story.
II
We now come to the literary analysis of the consecutive scenes of chs. 21 for the remaining two years at Ephesus.'6 Nor should it be forgotten that in the perorations of the very first basic speeches of Acts (2 39, "For the promise is to you and to your children to all that are far off," and of 3 25 f., "God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first...) the theme is gently but clearly introduced.
The whole book ends on the optimistic note which fully expresses its main intention by saying that Paul was preaching "the kingdom of God and teaching the things about the Lord Jesus Christ quite openly and unhindered" (vss. 30-31).
Our literary analysis with a view simply to discover the literary intentions of Acts 21-28 has reached its end. The results and conclusions may be formulated as follows:
1. From the point of view of Luke these chapters form an everascending climax of the whole two-volume work, of the story of Jesus and of his apostles, and of Paul.
2. The universality of the Christian mission is indicated by 22 15 ("you will be a witness to all men") and many other passages especially With the next verse the speech glides into its peroration, "for this reason," i. e., for preaching during his whole career the message of repentance and forgiveness of sins, "I was seized in the temple" (vs. 21 ). This is the third and final reference in this speech to the trial situation (cf. vss. 2-3, 7b) . The peroration reaches its full climax in formulating Paul's -or Luke's -message, not in characterizing its substance as "hope" (vs. 6) or as "repentance and forgiveness," but formulating very fully its decisive rationale: "to this day I have had the help that comes from God, testifying both to great and small, saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses said would come to pass, that the Christ must suffer, and that, by being the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light to the people and to the gentiles" (vss. 22 f.). Usually and properly this rationale is either stated or argued in the body of the speech. In this last, fully developed and climactic speech of Acts, it has its proper place as the capstone of the peroration.
So the speech before Agrippa summarizes the rationale of Luke's theology and its substance as the message of hope, of repentance and forgiveness. In 24 25, in Paul's discourses or conversations with Felix it is summarized as the message of righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come. The ultimate intention of the speeches in chs. 21 -28 was that they should be the capstone of his understanding of the earliest Christian proclamation as the Word of God-the 3ovX\ Trov Oeov, the message of the kingdom of God (28 31) of the things about Jesus, with alKpleELa and aotaXELa, being proclaimed "openly and unhindered."
The speeches of Acts are not like the speeches of Thucydides. The latter are "a possession forever" as unexcelled reflections on the story of the Peloponnesian war, and as such detachable from it, but there is also a complete and admirably told story. The speeches of Luke are an essential part of the story itself, "the story of the proclamation of the Word of God." Without them the book of Acts would be a torso consisting chiefly of a miscellany of episodes and summaries. Some primary dependence of Luke in the composition of his speeches on Greekhellenistic historiography in general and on Thucydides in particular cannot be ruled out. In both cases, Thucydides and Luke, formal speeches occupy about one fourth of the total composition. Perhaps a more actual precedent for Luke's peculiar intentions as regards his speeches can be found elsewhere. In the case of Thucydides it is clear that the purpose of his speeches is "to use these speeches to give heightened meaning to the moment and to reveal the powers which are active behind the events."24 But if Luke was influenced in some way by Thucydides, he made one radical change, in that by his speeches he no longer gives "heightened meaning to the moment," but transforms the Thucydidean tradition by making the speeches an integral part of his story itself, as the story of "the proclamation of the Word of God."25 For in the Acts, at a conservative estimate, the speeches and their immediate settingsthe latter chiefly preparatory but also subsequent to the speeches--occupy 74% of its whole text, while in Thucydides they occupy no more than about 25o%. The settings, in the best Thucydidean style of brevity, hardly occupy any space and therefore do not detract from his main narrative at all.
